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MADE FOR THE DEC PDP-1 MINI-

COMPUTER AT MIT, A SPACE 

COMBAT GAME THAT PITS TWO 

PLAYERS AGAINST ONE ANOTHER IS 

CREATED - LAST ONE LEFT WINS.

THE CULLING RELEASES AS A FIRST-

PERSON, MELEE-ORIENTED BATTLE 

ROYALE IN AN EARLY ACCESS BETA 

PHASE. THE GAME FULLY RELEASES 

LATER ON OCTOBER 5, 2017.

TECHLAND RELEASES A FAST-PACED 

ONLINE PVP AND PVE MODE FOR 

DYING LIGHT. IT HAS 12 PLAYERS 

FIGHT IN A ZOMBIE-INFESTED AREA 

UNTIL ONLY ONE IS REMAINING. 

MOJANG'S EXTREMELY POPULAR 

SANDBOX, "MINECRAFT" IS THE 

FIRST KNOWN VIDEO GAME TO 

GET BATTLE ROYALE MODES 

MODDED INTO IT.

LANDFALL RELEASES A MULTI-

PLAYER BATTLE ROYALE GAME, 

MOCKING FORTNITE AND FOCUSING 

ON EXAGGERATED PHYSICS FOR 

PLAYERS AND WEAPONS.

GAMES BEGIN TO GET MODES 

ORIENTED AROUND THE LAST-MAN-

STANDING STYLE. SOME NOTABLE 

EXAMPLES ARE COUNTER-STRIKE 

AND UNREAL TOURNAMENT.

EPIC GAMES’ NEW ZOMBIE DEFENSE 

GAME, "FORTNITE" ADDS BATTLE 

ROYALE AS A FREE-TO-PLAY GAME 

MODE IN EARLY ACCESS AND GAINS 

INCONCEIVABLE POPULARITY.

RESPAWN RELEASES A FREE-TO-

PLAY CHARACTER-BASED BATTLE 

ROYALE GAME, FUSING TITANFALL 

MOVEMENT WITH UNIQUE CHAR-

ACTER ABILITIES IN AN OPEN MAP.

FACEPUNCH STUDIOS CREATES A 

DAYZ INSPIRED ARMA II MOD 

NAMED "RUST" AND IT ENTERS 

PRE-ALPHA TESTING, MIXING IN 

MINECRAFT'S BUILDING ASPECTS.

BLIZZARD'S REAL-TIME STRATEGY 

GAMES, STARCRAFT (1998) AND 

WARCRAFT III: REIGN OF CHAOS 

(2002) BOTH GET CUSTOM LAST-

MAN-STANDING MAPS.

PLAYERUNKNOWN’S 

BATTLEGROUNDS IS RELEASED BY 

PUBG CORPORATION. THE GAME 

EXPLODES IN POPULARITY, 

HIGHLIGHTING THE UNIQUE GENRE.

TREYARCH ADDS A NEW MODE 

NAMED “BLACKOUT” TO CALL OF 

DUTY: BLACK OPS 4, THE FIRST 

BATTLE ROYALE GAME MODE TO BE 

INCLUDED IN ANY CALL OF DUTY.

THE HUNGER GAMEZ TOURNAMENT 

FEATURES POPULAR DAYZ TWITCH 

STREAMERS AND GETS 27,000 

VIEWERS. IT GOES ON TO HOLD 

SEVERAL MORE TOURNAMENTS.

SUZANNE COLLINS PUBLISHES HER 

NOVEL, "THE HUNGER GAMES". 

SHE APPLIES GREEK MYTHOLOGY, 

ROMAN GLADIATORIAL GAMES, 

AND CONTEMPORARY REALITY TV.

BOSS KEY ANNOUNCES AND 

RELEASES AN EARLY ACCESS 

FREE-TO-PLAY BATTLE ROYALE 

GAME NAMED "RADICAL HEIGHTS" 

WITHIN THE SPAN OF 24 HOURS.

INFINITY WARD ADDS A FREE-TO-

PLAY BATTLE ROYALE MODE TO 

CALL OF DUTY: MODERN WARFARE 

(2019), INCLUDING SHOPS, DEPLOY-

ABLE LOADOUTS, AND BOUNTIES.

DAYBREAK STUDIOS HIRES GREENE 

AS A CONSULTANT AND RELEASES 

H1Z1, MARKING THE FIRST TIME 

BATTLE ROYALE GETS ITS VERY 

OWN GAME AS OPPOSED TO A MOD.

THE ARCADE-STYLE MAZE-BASED 

BOMBERMAN FROM 1983 IS THE 

FIRST LAST-MAN-STANDING VIDEO 

GAME WITH A PLAY ZONE THAT 

SHRINKS OVER TIME.

ON MARCH 15, STUDIO WILDCARD’S 

ARK: SURVIVAL EVOLVED ADDS 

"SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST", A 

BATTLE ROYALE MODE, FEATURING 

CREATURES AND A DYNAMIC MAP.

AURORA STUDIOS RELEASES AN 

OLNINE FREE-TO-PLAY BATTLE 

ROYALE GAME WITH TACTICAL 

ABILITIES, EQUIPMENT, SIMULATED 

WEATHER, & NATURAL DISASTERS.

THE OPEN WORLD MULTIPLAYER 

SURVIVAL ARMA II MOD KNOWN AS 

DAYZ WAS RELEASED BY DEAN HALL 

AS A PERSONAL PROJECT. PLAYERS 

SCAVENGE AND FIGHT TO SURVIVE.

DARKFLOW SOFTWARE RELEASES 

WHAT IS DESCRIBED AS "A BRUTAL 

MULTIPLAYER LAST-MAN-STANDING 

SHOOTER" WITH REALISTIC 

WEAPONRY, TRAPS, AND RITUALS.

A JAPANESE DYSTOPIAN FILM 

BASED ON THE "BATTLE ROYALE" 

NOVEL IS RELEASED, DRAWING 

CONTROVERSIES, BUT EVENTUALLY 

GROWS INTO A CULT CLASSIC.

A FREE-TO-PLAY ONLINE MULTI-

PLAYER BATTLE ROYALE GAME 

TITLED “DARWIN PROJECT”, WITH 

BOW COMBAT AND CRAFTING, 

LAUNCHES INTO EARLY ACCESS.

DICE ADDS BATTLE ROYALE TO 

BATTLEFIELD V WITH 64-PLAYER 

MATCHES, SQUADS AND SOLOS, 

WEAPONS AND COMBAT VEHICLES, 

AND A SHRINKING RING OF FIRE.

BRENDEN GREENE RELEASES 

PLAYERUNKNOWN’S BATTLE 

ROYALE MOD FOR ARMA III. IT 

BECOMES VERY POPULAR AND 

CREATES THE BASIS FOR PUBG.

KOUSHUN TAKAMI PUBLISHES 

"BATTLE ROYALE", A NOVEL WHERE 

50 HIGH SCHOOLERS MUST KILL 

EACH OTHER UNTIL ONLY ONE 

STUDENT OF EACH CLASS REMAINS.

MADE FOR THE DEC PDP-1 MINI-

COMPUTER AT MIT, THIS IS A SPACE 

COMBAT GAME THAT PITS TWO 

PLAYERS AGAINST ONE ANOTHER - 

LAST ONE STANDING WINS!

VALVE ADDS A BATTLE ROYALE 

MODE TO COUNTER-STRIKE: GLOBAL 

OFFENSIVE, FEATURING 18 PLAYERS 

SCAVENGE FOR EQUIPMENT AND 

FIGHT UNTIL ONLY ONE REMAINS.

DAYZ: BATTLE ROYALE IS 

ANNOUNCED BY BRENDEN GREENE 

(PLAYERUNKNOWN). POPULARITY 

RISES AND FALLS WITH THE 

RELEASE OF DAYZ STANDALONE.

"THE HUNGER GAMES" FILM IS 

RELEASED AND DRAWS IN LOTS OF 

PUBLIC ATTENTION. THE POTENTIAL 

OF THE BATTLE ROYALE GENRE 

BEGINS TO BE REALIZED BY SOME.

HEROIC LEAP GAMES RELEASES 

REALM ROYALE, A FREE-TO-PLAY 

CHARACTER CLASS-BASED BATTLE 

ROYALE GAME SET IN A FANTASY 

WORLD WITH UNIQUE ABILITIES. 

MULTIPLAYER MODS IN OPEN-

WORLD SURVIVAL GAMES GET 

MORE AND MORE POPULAR, 

BECOMING A TRENDING GAME 

TYPE AMONG PC PLAYERS.

SPACEWAR!
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